
Dark Holes in Muir’s “Range of Light”
Insights from southern Sierra Nevada caves and karstInsights from southern Sierra Nevada caves and karst

Free Public Lecture

By John Tinsley,  Geologist

U.S. Geological Survey
Conference Room A, Bldg 3,
Menlo Park, California

*  Water long ago carved many 
caves in carbonate rocks of 
the Sierra Nevada

*  As the Sierra (John Muir’s 
“Range of Light”) was uplifted, 
successively deeper caves were 
drained and decorated during the 
past 5 million years

*  Vertical arrays of caves 
document the progressive uplift 
and erosion in Kings Canyon

*  Lilburn Cave, with 21 miles of 
passages, is California’s longest

*  New spectacular and pristine 
caves are still being discovered 
as recently as 2006

August 30, 2007, 7:00 p.m.

For current information about our Public Lecture Series, Call (650) 329-5000 or visit http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar
U.S. Department of the Interior  •  U.S. Geological Survey  •  Menlo Park Science Center  •  Map for lecture site on reverse



Directions to USGS Menlo Park Science Center

The campus of the USGS Menlo Park Science 
Center is located at 345 Middlefield Road in Menlo 
Park. From San Francisco, exit highway 101 at 
Marsh Road, Atherton and go west to the T junction 
of Middlefield and turn left (south). From San Jose, 
exit highway 101 at Willow Road, Menlo Park, 
go west to the intersection with Middlefield, and 
turn right. Enter the USGS campus at Survey Lane 
(the main driveway, with large stone markers 
labeled “U.S. Geological Survey”). You may park 
in any of our parking areas and walk to Building 3 
(see campus map at right).
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Free public lecture at 
U.S. Geological Survey

(Save trees and money, receive lecture flyers by e-mail: 
abarrales2@usgs.gov)

Office of Communications
U.S. Geological Survey – MS144
345 Middlefield Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025
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